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Opening Hymn: Signs of Hope in Nature 

        Words: © William (Bill) Livingstone Wallace, www.methodist.org.nz  
        Alt. tune:  St Gertrude 

 

        Signs of hope in nature come like Godwits’ flight  
raising with Cicadas songs within the night.  
Flaking bark of Matai, Fuchsia’s bursting buds,  
turn our thoughts to flowerings of God’s summer love.  
 

Refrain:  “Justice for Earth’s peoples, peace for humankind; 
 Oneness in God’s loving!” sounds the Advent cry.                 
 

When Pohutukawa tinges green with red,  
fire will come soon after on its verdant head.  
Signs of hope in people flash from lively eyes; 
tears and warmth and caring help new life arise.  
 

  “Justice for Earth’s peoples …  
 

So Christ comes in Advent to our broken dreams,   
bathing all our sorrows, in grief’s healing streams.  
 “Come into the sunlight” Christ invites us all;  
“Share Christ’s feast of loving” hear the Gospel call.   
 

  “Justice for Earth’s peoples … 

 

 

The Gathering  

A Sentence for the Season of Advent: 
 

        Prepare the way of the Lord, make the paths straight,  
        and all the world shall see the salvation of God.  Luke 3: 4,6 

 

E te whanau a te Karaiti,  
during this season of preparation,  
we gather together to worship God,  
the One who is Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,  
and with whom all are welcome.   
 

Grace and peace to you from God. 
God fill you with truth and joy. 

 

 

http://www.methodist.org.nz
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Advent Wreath Candle lighting  

The first candle [Hope] is lit  

 

Hymn:      Light a Candle Bright and Tall - tune:  Dix 

 

Light a candle bright and tall  
for the Hope within our world. 
Hope that heard the ages’ call  
as the stars and planets whirled. 
Shine within our hearts today -  
Come, O Hope, to us, we pray. 

 

 

An Advent Song of Praise  
 

        Your Light has Come 

 

1 Arise shine for your light has come: 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 

2 Behold darkness covers the earth: 
and thick darkness is over the peoples. 

 

3 But upon you the Lord shall rise: 
and the glory of the Lord will appear upon you. 

 

4 Nations will come to your light: 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

5 No longer will violence be heard in your land: 
nor ruin or destruction within your borders. 

 

6 But you will call your walls ‘Salvation’: 
and all your gates ‘Praise’. 

 

7 No more shall the sun be your light by day: 
nor by night will you need the brightness of the moon, 

 

8 for the Lord will be your everlasting light: 
and your God will be your glory. 
                    Isaiah 60:1–3, 18, 19 

Glory to the Father and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now: 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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We sit or kneel 
 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist together,  
in a moment of silence, we call to mind our sins. 
 

Silence 
 

Jesus, you came to call us to repentance.  
Lord, have mercy.   
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus, you come in word and sacrament  
to share your abundant life. 
Christ, have mercy.   
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Jesus, you will come again in glory  
to renew the whole creation.  
Lord, have mercy.   
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Silence 
 

God, for whom we wait and watch,  
through this Eucharist we celebrate  
cleanse us of our sins  
so that we may come to share your eternal banquet; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen 

 

Presider:     God forgives you.   
        Be at peace. 
 

 

The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

 

Sentence of the Day 
 

        Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  
        to the house of the God of Jacob;  
        that he may teach us his ways  
        and that we may walk in his paths.    Isaiah 2:3a 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Praise and honour to you living God; 
your coming will be like a thief in the night, 
like lightning flashing across the sky. 
Grant that we may be ready, 
and our hearts answer, Come Lord Jesus. 
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake.  Amen.   

 

 

Reading:    Isaiah 2: 1-5 

 

        Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

        Thanks be to God. 
 

 

        Psalm 122  (ANZPB) 

 

1 I was glad when they said to me: 
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 

 

2 And now our feet are standing: 
within your gates O Jerusalem, 

 

3 Jerusalem that is built as a city: 
where people come together in unity. 

 

4 There the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord: 
as was decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

 

5 There are set thrones of judgment: 
the thrones of the house of David. 

 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
may those who love you prosper. 

 

7 Peace be within your walls: 
and prosperity within your palaces. 

 

8 For the sake of my kinsfolk and companions: 
I will pray that peace may be with you. 

 

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God: 
I will pray for your good. 
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Reading:    Romans 13: 11-14 
 

        Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
        Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gradual Hymn:  Come and find the quiet centre  
        FFS10(i) - Words:  Shirley Erena Murray 

         Tune:  Lewis [Gaelic] Folk Melody - Arr. © John Bell 

 

1 Come and find the quiet centre 

in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, 
find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, 
clear our eyes, that we can see 

all the things that really matter, 
be at peace, and simply be. 

 

2 Silence is a friend who claims us, 
cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, 
knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, 
lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking, 
finding scope for faith begun. 

 

3 In the Spirit let us travel, 
open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, 
celebrate the space we gain: 
there’s a place for deepest dreaming, 
there’s a time for hearts to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming 

there is always room to spare! 
 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 24: 36-44 
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        The Holy Gospel according to Matthew,  
        chapter 24, beginning at the 36th verse 

        Praise and glory to God. 
 

After the reading: This is the Gospel of Christ. 
        Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

 

The Sermon 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith - Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son 

is worshipped and glorified, 
and has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.    Amen. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

        Let us pray for the Church and for the world,  
        giving thanks for God’s goodness. 
 

                        (‘Let Us Pray’ - Janel Nelson) 

    V:    Jesus, in your mercy: 
    R:    Hear our prayer. 
 

 

Those things, good Lord, 
that your servants have prayed for, 
give us grace to work for; 
and in the purpose of your love 

answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes 

for Jesus’ sake.  
Amen.  

 

 

The Ministry of the Sacrament 
 

We stand 
 

 

 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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As we sing the next Hymn, the bread and wine are brought to the altar;  our offerings for 
the Foodbank and money to support ministry and mission are collected and presented also. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn: Lo, He comes with clouds descending 

        CP31 / SG438 - Words:  Charles Wesley & John Cennick 

         Tune:  Helmsley 

 

1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
see the Lamb for sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 

join to sing the glad refrain: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 

 

2 Every eye shall then behold him 

robed in awesome majesty; 
those who jeered at him and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
shamed and grieving, shamed and grieving,  
 shamed and grieving, 
shall their true Messiah see. 
 

3 All the wounds of cross and passion  
still his glorious body bears; 
cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what gladness, with what gladness,  
 with what gladness, 
we shall see the Saviour’s scars! 
 

4 Yes, Amen, let all adore you, 
high on your eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for your own: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
You shall reign, and you alone. 
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The Preparation of the Gifts 
 

To you, Lord, belongs the greatness, and the power,  
and the glory, and the victory and the majesty.   
All that is in the heavens and the earth is yours,  
and of your own we give you.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord is here.  
God’s Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

Honour and worship are indeed your due, 
our Lord and our God, through Jesus Christ, 
for you created all things; 
by your will they were created, 
and for your glory they have their being. 
 

In your loving purpose you chose us 

before the foundation of the world 

to be your people; 
you gave your promises to Abraham and Sarah 

and bestowed your favour on the Virgin Mary. 
 

Above all we give you thanks and praise 

for your grace in sending Jesus Christ, 
not for any merit of our own 

but when we had turned away from you. 
 

We were bound in sin, 
but in your compassion you redeemed us, 
reconciling us to yourself with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

In your Son you suffered with us and for us, 
offering us the healing riches of salvation 

and calling us to freedom and holiness. 
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In his coming among us,  
the day of our deliverance has dawned,  
and through him you will make all things new  
when he comes in power and majesty to judge the world. 
 

Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, 
with the whole Church on earth and in heaven, 
joyfully we give you thanks and say: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

All glory and honour to you, God of grace, 
for you gave your only Son Jesus Christ 

once for all on the cross 

to be the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
 

The night before he died, 
he took bread,  
and when he had given you thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body 

which is given for you; 
do this to remember me. 
 

After supper he took the cup, 
and when he had given you thanks, 
he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it, 
to remember me. 
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Therefore heavenly Father, 
in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son, 
we now celebrate the wonder of your grace 

and proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 

Christ has died,  
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come in glory. 
 

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, 
we were far off until you brought us near 

and our hands are empty until you fill them. 
As we eat this bread and drink this wine, 
through the power of your Holy Spirit 

feed us with your heavenly food, 
renew us in your service, unite us in Christ, 
and bring us to your everlasting kingdom. 
O the depths and riches of your wisdom, O God; 
how unsearchable are your judgments 

and untraceable your ways. 
 

From you, and through you, and for you are all things. 
To you be the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we pray, saying …  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and for ever.  Amen. 



13 

 

 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

 

The Invitation to Communion 

 

Draw near and receive the body and blood  
of our Saviour Jesus Christ  
in remembrance that he died for us. 
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith  
with thanksgiving.  

 

 

Communion will be served at standing stations at the Sanctuary steps - all are welcome to  
receive the bread and wine at communion, (however please note that intinction, ie dipping 
the wafer into the wine chalice, is NOT permitted);  although you are welcome to receive 
the bread only if you prefer, or to come forward for a blessing only.   
 

If you need communion served to you in your seat, please indicate to the servers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Watch at all times,  
praying for the strength to stand with confidence  
before the Son of man.  Luke 21: 36 

 

Creator God,  
we praise you for your love in coming to us,  
unworthy though we are.   
Give us grace to accept the Christ  
who comes in your name,  
and the courage to be Christ for others.  
 

God of new beginnings,  
You draw near to us in word and sacrament  
to strengthen and renew us;   
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit,  
may your light so shine through us  
that all may welcome your Son at his coming.   
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Redeemer.   
Amen. 

 
 

The Blessing 
 

May Christ be our new beginning,  
the hope and salvation of the world; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be with you, and remain with you for ever.  
Amen. 

      

 

We share any notices and news  
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Hymn:     People Look East 

CP35 - Words: Martin Leckebusch (After Eleanor Farjeon) 

Tune: Besançon Carol [trad. French Carol] 

 

People look east to see at last 

hopes fulfilled from ages past: 
now in the promise of the morning,  
see a brighter day is dawning, 
rich with the visions long foretold, 
Prophets’ dreams from days of old. 
 

God reaffirms the gracious call: 
word of welcome meant for all; 
comfort enough for all our sorrows; 
justice shaping new tomorrows. 
Mercy bears fruit in lives restored, 
freed to praise and serve the Lord. 
 

Now, with the coming of the light, 
darkest fears are put to flight; 
see how the clouds of gloom are clearing,  
blown aside by hope’s appearing. 
Jesus, the Light of all our days, 
comes and sets our hearts ablaze.      
 

Born of our race, a child so small - 
hail the promised Lord of all! 
Nailed to a cross for our salvation, 
he shall rule God’s new creation. 
Lift up your eyes and look again: 
see, he comes in power to reign. 

  

 

The Dismissal 
 

        Go now to love and serve the Lord.  Go in peace.  
        Amen.  We go in the name of Christ. 
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Kuaka (Godwit) sculpture, Watchman Road, Ahuriri 
Artist: Jacob Scott 
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