
The Anglican Parish  
of Greater Hastings –  
encompassing  
St Matthew’s, Hastings & St Peter’s, Riverslea 
 

Christian communities in the heart of Hastings 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent – 4th December 2022 
and celebrating the Baptism of Isaac Ogunbanwo 

 
 

The Gathering of the Community 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

Come, O long-expected Jesus, 
born to set your people free! 
from our fears and sins release us, 
Christ in whom our rest shall be. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
born salvation to impart; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born your people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us for ever, 
now your gracious kingdom bring: 
 

By your own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by your all-sufficient merit 
raise us to your glorious throne. 

 
Grace and peace to you from God.  
God fill you with truth and joy. 
 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;  
repent, and believe in the good news.  Mark 1:15 
 
As the candles on the Advent Wreath are lit, we sing: 
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Light a candle bright and tall  
For the Hope within our world.  
Hope that heard the ages’ call  
As the stars and planets whirled.  
Shine within our hearts today  
Come, O Hope, to us, we pray.  
 

Light a candle bright and tall 
For the Peace we wish to know. 
Peace on Earth for great and small 
God’s Good News to us bestows. 
Shine within our hearts today 
Come, O Peace, to us, we pray                   Words © 2012 David Wood. Tune Dix  

 
As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist together, 
let us kneel or sit, and in silence call to mind our sins. 
 

Silence 
 

Jesus, you came to call us to repentance. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You come in word and sacrament to share your abundant life. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You will come again in glory to renew the whole creation 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
God forgives you. 
Be at peace. 
 
The Peace of Christ rules in our hearts. 
The Word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
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Almighty God, 
you sent your servant John the Baptist 
to prepare the way for the coming of your Son; 
grant that those who proclaim your word 
may so guide our feet into the way of peace, 
that we may stand with confidence before him 
when he comes in his glorious kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Judge and our Redeemer.  Amen. 
 
The Proclamation 
 

The Readings 
 

A reading from Isaiah 11:1–10 
The prophet foresees a time when God will bring forth a righteous judge 
and a new spirit of peace in the world. 

After the reading: 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 

Give the king your justice O God: 
   and your righteousness to a king’s son, 
 

that he may judge your people rightly: 
   and uphold the poor with justice. 
 

Let the mountains bring forth peace for the people: 
   and the hills prosperity with justice. 
 

May the king defend the cause of the poor among the people: 
   save the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 
 

May he live as long as the sun endures: 
   as long as the moon from age to age. 
 

May he come down like rain upon the grass: 
   like showers that water the earth. 
 

In his days may righteousness flourish: 
   and abundance of peace till the moon is no more. 
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May all nations pray to be blessed as he is: 
   and all peoples call him blessèd. 
 

Blessèd are you O Lord our God: 
   for you alone do marvellous things. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
A reading from Romans 15:4–13  

Paul points to passages from the Hebrew Scriptures to show how God’s 
promise that the Gentile peoples should come to praise God was being 
fulfilled. 

 

After the reading: 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn  

 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh: 
awake and listen for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

Let every heart be cleansed from sin, 
make straight the way for God within, 
and so prepare to be the home 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

For you are our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward 
without your grace we waste away 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

To heal the sick, stretch out your hand, 
and make the fallen sinner stand; 
shine out, and let your light restore 
earth's own true loveliness once more. 
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To you, O Christ, all praises be, 
whose advent sets your people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Spirit evermore! 

Charles Coffin (1676 - 1749) translated by John Chandler (1806 - 1876)  
adapted by Michael Perry (Word and Music) (1942 - 1996) © Word & Music/Jubilate Hymns Ltd. 

 

We remain standing 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:1–12 
Praise and glory to God. 

 

The ministry of John the Baptist, his message of repentance and his 
prophecy of the mighty one to come. 

 

After the reading: 
 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Baptism 
 

E te whānau a te Karaiti,  
God is love, God gives us life.  
We love because God first loves us.  
In baptism God declares that love;  
in Christ God calls us to respond. 
 

Isaac is presented by his parents: 
 

 We present Isaac to be baptised  
 and made a member of the Body of Christ, the Church. 

 

The priest says 
 

From the beginning the Church has received believers by baptism. 
Believers’ children have also been baptised so that with help and 
encouragement they should grow up in Christ and by the grace of 
God serve Christ all the days of their life. 

 

On the day when the apostles first preached the Gospel of Christ’s 
resurrection, Peter urged his hearers ‘Repent and be baptised, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus the Christ for the forgiveness of your 
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sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise 
is to you and to your children, and to all who are far away, everyone 
whom the Lord our God may call.’ 
 

To the parents and godparents:  
 

How do you respond to this promise? 
 

Parents and godparents reply together 
 

  We hear God’s call and ask for baptism. 
 

Do you renounce all evil influences and powers  
that rebel against God? 
 

Parents and godparents reply together 
   

 I renounce all evil. 
 

Do you trust in Christ’s victory  
which brings forgiveness, freedom and life? 
 

Parents and godparents reply together 
  

In faith I turn to Christ, my way, my truth, my life. 
 

We say 
 

May God keep you in the way you have chosen. 
 
The priest stands by the font 
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth 
whose promise endures for ever. 
 

We thank you God for your love in all creation,  
especially for your gift of water  
to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.  
 

We thank you for your covenant with your people Israel,  
through the Red Sea waters  
you led them to freedom in the promised land.  
In the waters of the Jordan  
your Son was baptised by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  
 

Through the deep waters of death Jesus fulfilled his baptism.  
He died to set us free and was raised to be exalted Lord of all.  
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It is Christ who baptises with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 
 

We thank you that through the waters of baptism you cleanse us, 
renew us by your Spirit and raise us to new life.  
 

In the new covenant we are made members of your Church  
and share in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Through your Holy Spirit, 
fulfil once more your promises in this water of rebirth,  
set apart in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom,  
thanksgiving and honour, power and might,  
be to our God for ever and ever.  Amen! 
 
The priest baptises the child, saying 
 

Adeniran Ayodele Isaac Ifechukwude,  
I baptise you in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. God receives you by baptism into the Church.  
Child of God, blessed in the Spirit,  
welcome to the family of Christ. 
 
The priest makes the sign of the cross with holy oil on the baptised, saying  
 

We sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ. 
 

A lighted candle is given, with the words   
 

Walk in the faith of Christ crucified and risen.  
Shine with the light of Christ. 
 
Praise to God who has given us life.  
Blessed be God for the gift of love. 
 

Praise to God who forgives our sin.  
Blessed be God who sets us free.     
 

Praise to God who kindles our faith.  
Blessed be God, our strength, our hope. 
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Let us, the baptised, affirm that we renounce evil  
and commit our lives to Christ.  
 

Blessed be God.  JESUS IS LORD!  
 
The priest then asks Isaac’s parents and godparents  
 

What is your faith? 
 

Parents and godparents reply together 
 

I believe and trust in God the Father,  
maker and sustainer of all things,  
and in God the Son, my Saviour Jesus Christ,  
and in God the Holy Spirit, giver of life and truth.  
This is my faith.  

 
The priest speaks to parents and godparents 
 

How then will you care for Isaac? 
 

The parents and godparents reply together 
 

I will love Isaac and share my faith with him. 
 
The priest says to everyone  
 

As the community of faith, we rejoice at this baptism and will share 
with Isaac what we ourselves have received: a delight in prayer, a love 
for the word of God, a desire to follow the way of Christ, and food for 
the journey. 
 
The priest says to Isaac 
 

Isaac, you are now a pilgrim with us. 
As a member of Christ’s body, the Church, 
you will be challenged to affirm your faith in God 
and receive the laying on of hands in confirmation. 
May you grow in the Holy Spirit, 
fulfil your ministry 
and follow Christ your whole life long. 
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The priest then blesses the family 
 

God bless you with wisdom and love,  
may Isaac find in you,  
your homes and families,  
Christ’s love and understanding. Amen. 
 
The priest, with the people, prays 
 

God of love,  
we thank you for our calling  
to be disciples of Christ.  
Help us to nurture Isaac in the faith we share.  
May he grow to love, worship, and serve you,  
and bring life to the world. Amen. 
 
The Celebration of Faith 
 

We stand and the priest says  
 

Let us rejoice with those who have committed themselves to Christ 
and celebrate the faith of our baptism. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
     

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

We stand 
 

Blessed be Christ the Prince of Peace 
who breaks down the walls that divide. 
 

The peace of God be always with you. 
Praise to Christ who unites us in peace. 
 

The Preparation of the Gifts 
 

Offertory Hymn 
  

God is love, let heaven adore him; 
God is love, let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him 
and exalt him with one voice. 
God who laid the earth’s foundation, 
God who spread the heav’ns above, 
God who breathes through all creation: 
God is love, eternal love. 
 

God is love; and love enfolds us, 
all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp God holds us, 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow’s iron rod, 
then we find that selfsame aching 
deep within the heart of God. 
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God is love; and though with blindness 
sin afflicts all human life, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness 
guides us through our earthly strife. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o’er us final triumph gain: 
God is love, so love forever 
o’er the universe must reign.  

 
To you, Lord, belongs the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory and the majesty. 
All that is in the heavens and the earth is yours, 
and of your own we give you. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

We remain standing though feel free to sit it needs be. 
 

The Lord is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. 
 

You are the source of all life and goodness; 
through your eternal Word 
you have created all things from the beginning 
and formed us in your own image. 
 

When we sinned and turned away 
you called us back to yourself 
and gave your Son to share our human nature. 
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In his coming among us the day of our deliverance has dawned, 
and through him you will make all things new 
when he comes in power and majesty to judge the world. 
 

In him you have made us a holy people 
by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit. 
Through the waters of baptism, 
in which we die to sin and rise to new life,  
you have made us members of Christ, 
the children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, 
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; 
on the night before he died 
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
when he had given you thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body  
which is given for you; 
do this to remember me. 
 

After supper he took the cup; 
when he had given you thanks, 
he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it,  
to remember me. 
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Glory to you, Lord Christ; 
your death we show forth; 
your resurrection we proclaim; 
your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 
 

Therefore loving God, 
recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, 
his suffering and death, 
his resurrection and ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life 
and this cup of salvation. 
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive 
may be to us the body and blood of Christ, 
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, 
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom. 
 

United in Christ with all who stand before you 
in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, O God, 
in songs of everlasting praise. 
 

Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
here and everywhere, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Communion 
 

As Christ teaches us we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
    on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever.    Amen. 
 
The priest breaks the bread in silence and then says 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
 

We who are many are one body, 
for we all share the one bread. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 
The Invitation 
 

Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Saviour  
Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us.  
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

The priest and people receive communion.  
All who are baptised are welcome to receive communion. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

We praise and thank you, Creator God, 
for you have not left us alone. 
Each year you come to us, Emmanuel, 
God with us in a manger. 
Each time you come to us 
in the broken bread and the cup we share. 
In time or out of time you will be revealed 
and we shall see you face to face. 
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The Dismissal of the Community 
 

May Christ be our new beginning, the hope and salvation of the 
world, and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
 
Final Hymn  
 

Rejoice and prepare now the way of the Lord. 
Make ready a path for the lifesaving Word. 
Make straight in the desert a suitable road, 
that all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
 

Rejoice and prepare for a life-changing birth. 
Prepare for a gift of remarkable worth. 
Lift up every valley; the mountains make low, 
so all of the earth may believe, see, and know. 
 

Rejoice and prepare for our God is at hand! 
Ring bells and sound trumpets all over this land. 
Come, gather together to welcome this Guest. 
Prepare to sing praises; prepare to be blest. 
 

Rejoice and prepare for God's power is near. 
And shortly the glory of God will appear. 
This light in the darkness will shine like the day! 
Rejoice as, together, we follow the Way. 

Rusty Edwards (adapted), Tune: ST DENIO 

 
We are sent out with these words. 
 

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace. 
Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 
 

 
 
This booklet is published in line with agreed copyright for He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa – 
A New Zealand Prayer Book © the Church of the Province of New Zealand, Aotearoa and 
Polynesia.  
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