
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Service for the 

First Sunday of Lent 

22nd February 2026 

at St Matthew’s Church 
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Presider:    The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit:  
        a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  
        Psalm 51:17 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn: The Glory of these Forty Days 

        Words: Pope Gregory I / translator: Maurice Bell  
        Voices Together #305 [vss 1-4;  Breaking Bread vol.39 #135 -vs 5] 

        Alt. tune:  Old 100th  
 

1  The glory of these forty days 

 we celebrate with songs of praise, 
 for Christ, by whom all things were made, 
 himself has fasted and has prayed. 
 

2  Alone and fasting Moses saw 

 the loving God who gave the law. 
 And to Elijah, fasting, came 

 the steed and chariots of flame. 
 

3  So Daniel trained his mystic sight, 
 delivered from the lion’s might. 
 And John, the Savior’s friend, became 

 the herald of Messiah’s name. 
 

4  Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 
 return in fast and prayer to you. 
 Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 
 and give us joy to see your face. 
 

5  O Father, Son, and Spirit blest, 
 to you be ev’ry prayer addressed; 
 who are in threefold Name adored, 
 from age to age the only Lord. 
 

 

The Presider may greet the people informally before continuing  
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The Gathering 
 

        I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, 
        te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
        Āmine.  
        (In the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen)  

 

        Grace and peace to you from God. 
God fill you with truth and joy. 

 

 

Song of Praise:  Seek the Lord 

 

1 Seek the Lord who is still to be found: 
call upon God who is yet at hand. 

 

2 Return to the Lord, who will have compassion: 
to our God, who will abundantly pardon. 

 

3 ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts: 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

 

4 ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth: 
so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

5 ‘For as the rain and snow come down from heaven: 
and return not again but water the earth, 

 

6 ‘causing the earth to bring forth and sprout: 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the hungry; 

 

7 ‘so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth: 
it shall not return to me empty, 

 

8 ‘but it shall accomplish that which I desire: 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’ 

 

We sit or kneel 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
Spirit of God, search our hearts. 
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Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness 

and cleanse me from my sin: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Make me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Cast me not away from your presence 

and take not your holy spirit from me: 
Lord, have mercy.                (from Psalm 51) 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

God has promised forgiveness 

to all who truly repent, 
turn to Christ in faith 

and are themselves forgiving. 
 

In silence we call to mind our sins. 
 

Silence 

 

Let us confess our sins. 
Merciful God, 
we have sinned 

in what we have thought and said, 
in the wrong we have done 

and in the good we have not done. 
We have sinned in ignorance: 
we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. 
We repent and turn to you. 
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 
and renew our lives to the glory of your name.  
Amen. 
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The Absolution is declared by the presiding priest. 
 

Through the cross of Christ, 
God have mercy on you, 
pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven 

and be at peace. 
God strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in life eternal. 
Amen. 
 

 

The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
 

 

Sentence:    We do not live by bread alone, but by every word  
        that comes from the mouth of God.   Matthew 4:4 

 

 

Collect:     God, you know better than we 

the temptations that will bring us down. 
Grant that our love for you may protect us 

from all foolish and corrupt desire. 
Praise to you our God;  you answer prayer. 
Amen 

        

 

Reading:    Genesis 2: 15–17; 3: 1–7 - Eating of the tree of knowledge   
 

After the Reading:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
       Thanks be to God. 

       

 

        Psalm 32 (ANZPB) 

 

1 Blessèd are those whose offences are forgiven: 
whose sin has been put away. 

 

2 Blessèd are those to whom the Lord imputes no guilt: 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
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3 While I held back from confessing my sin: 
my body wasted away  

  through my groaning all day long. 
 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night: 
I was dried up and withered, 
 as it were by drought in summer. 

 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you: 
my guilt I did not hide. 

 

6 I said, ‘I will confess my sins to the Lord’: 
and so you forgave the wickedness of my sin. 

 

7 Therefore let all those that are faithful 
 pray to you in time of trouble: 
when great flood-water rises,  

  it shall not come near them. 
 

8 You are a place to hide me in, 
 you will preserve me from trouble: 
you will surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 

9 ‘I will teach you, 
 and guide you in the way you should go: 
I will keep you under my eye and give you counsel. 

 

10 ‘Be not like horse or mule, 
which have no understanding: 
 whose course must be checked with bit and bridle.’ 

 

11 Many pains are in store for the wicked: 
but whoever trusts in the Lord 

 is surrounded by steadfast love. 
 

12 Be glad you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord: 
shout for joy all you that are upright in heart.  

 

 

Reading:    Romans 5: 12-19 - Death came, life comes 

 

After the Reading:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
        Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn:  When we are tested 

        Words:  Ruth Duck © 1996 Hope Publishing - Alt. tune:  Slane 

 

1  When we are tested and wrestle alone, 
 famished for bread when the world offers stone, 
 nourish us, God, by Your word and Your way, 
 food that sustains us by night and by day. 
 

2  When in the desert we cry for relief, 
 pleading for paths marked by certain belief, 
 lift us to love You beyond sign and test, 
 trusting Your presence, our only true rest. 
 

3  When we are tempted to barter our souls, 
 trading the truth for the pow’r to control, 
 teach us to worship and praise only You, 
 seeking Your will in the work that we do. 
 

4  When we have struggled and searched  
  through the night, 
 sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, 
 Saviour, surround us with circles of care, 
 angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 
        Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  
        Your word is a lamp to my feet 

        and a light to my path.     (Psalm 119.105) 

        Praise to you, O Christ,  
        King of eternal glory. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 4: 1-11 - The temptation of Jesus 

 

        The Holy Gospel according to Matthew  
        chapter four, beginning at the first verse 

        Praise and glory to God. 
 

After the reading: This is the Gospel of Christ. 
        Praise to Christ, the Word. 
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The Sermon   

 

A brief period of silence and/or a musical reflection may follow  

 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

        Let us pray for the Church and for the world,  
        giving thanks for God’s goodness. 
 

We sit or kneel 
              (adapted from ‘Let Us Pray’ - Janet Nelson) 
 

God of all mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 
 

In a moment of silence,  
we pray for our own needs. 
 

Silence 
 

Your word is a lamp for our feet. 
In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy,  
help us, heavenly Father,  
to trust your love, to serve your purpose,  
and to praise your name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.           

        

 

Ministry of the Sacrament 
 

We stand 
 

The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

As we sing the next Hymn, the bread and wine are brought to the altar;  our offerings for 
the Foodbank and money to support ministry and mission are collected and presented also. 
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Offertory Hymn: Jesus in the desert 

 Words: © David Mowbray © admin. The Jubilate Group - Tune:  North Coates  

 

 

The Preparation of the Gifts 
 

 God of mercy and compassion, 
 your Word calls us home to faith and love, 
 accept all we offer you this day; 
 in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord is here.  
God’s Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

1  Jesus in the desert 

 fasting forty days, 
 wrestles with the devil, 
 offers God the praise; 
 

2  Hears the tempter saying, 
 “Turn these stones to bread;” 

 answers with conviction, 
 “Feed upon God's Word!” 

 

3  Soon the tempter beckons 

 at the temple roof - 
 “Angels will uphold you, 
 throw yourself right off.” 

 

4  Jesus, from the scriptures, 
 inwardly assured, 
 signals the commandment 

 “Do not tempt the Lord.” 

5  Daringly the tempter 

 promises the earth 

 if God’s Son will only 

 recognise his worth. 
 

6  Jesus reprimands him 

 in the Spirit's power: 
 “God alone is worthy! 
 Go, this very hour.” 

 

7  Undeterred, the tempter 

 softly steals away. 
 To us, as to Jesus, 
 he’ll return some day. 
 

8  When we face false choices - 
 evil dressed as good - 
 give us wise discernment 

 and your courage, Lord. 
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It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 

For in these forty days 

you lead us into the desert of repentance 

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 

we may grow in grace 

and learn to be your people once again. 
 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 

you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 

you open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 

with joyful hearts and minds 

we bless you for your mercy 

and join with saints and angels 

for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; 
on the night before he died 

your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
when he had given you thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body 

which is given for you; 
do this to remember me. 
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After supper he took the cup; 
when he had given you thanks, 
he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it, 
to remember me.  
 

Glory to you, Lord Christ; 
your death we show forth; 
your resurrection we proclaim; 
your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus.  
 

Therefore loving God, 
recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, 
his suffering and death, 
his resurrection and ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life 

and this cup of salvation. 
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 

which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit 

that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive 

may be to us the body and blood of Christ, 
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, 
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom. 
 

United in Christ with all who stand before you 

in earth and heaven, we worship you, O God, 
in songs of everlasting praise. 
 

Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
here and everywhere, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we pray …  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 
 
 

The Invitation to Communion 

 

Draw near and receive the body and blood  
of our Saviour Jesus Christ in remembrance  
that he died for us. 
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith  
with thanksgiving.  

 

 

Communion will be served at standing stations at the Sanctuary steps - all are welcome to  
receive the bread and wine at communion, (however please note that intinction, ie dipping 
the wafer into the wine chalice, is NOT permitted);  although you are welcome to receive 
the bread only if you prefer, or to come forward for a blessing only.   
 

If you need communion served to you in your seat, please indicate to the servers. 
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Post-Communion Sentence 
 

        We do not live on bread alone,  
        but on every word that comes from  
        the mouth of God.  Matthew 4: 4 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Praise and glory to you, Jesus Christ our Saviour,  
for you do not call the righteous  
but us sinners to repentance.   
You draw us away from the easy road 

that would lead to our destruction.   
You call us instead to seek God’s kingdom,  
to strive for what is right,  
and to lay up our treasure in heaven. 
 

Faithful God, in this communion  
you increase our faith and hope and love.  
Lead us in the path of Christ  
who is your Word of life.  Amen.  
 
 

The Lenten Wreath 
 

In today’s Gospel reading, we heard how Jesus was led  
by the Spirit into the wilderness where he fasted for forty 
days and nights, and was tested by the devil. 
Our Lenten wreath reminds us of Jesus’ temptations  
in the wilderness, and His journey towards the cross of 
Good Friday. 
 

Today, as we take the first step in our journey through  
this Lenten season, we now extinguish the first candle  
in the Lenten Wreath, and we pray …  
Loving God, keep us steadfast in your word,  
and when we fall, raise us again and restore us  
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Hymn:     Love will be our Lenten calling  
        TiS684 © Elizabeth J. Smith, 1999 - Tune: Picardy   
 

1   Love will be our Lenten calling, 
love to shake and shatter sin, 
waking every closed, cold spirit, 
stirring new life deep within, 
till the quickened heart remembers 

what our Easter birth can mean. 
 

 

The Blessing 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  
to deny yourself,  
and to take up your cross  
and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be with you,  
and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

We share any notices and news  
 

 

Closing Hymn:  From Heaven You Came / The Servant King 

        SG632 – Words & Music:  Graham Kendrick © 1983 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 

        Tune:  Servant King 

 

1   From heaven you came helpless babe - 
entered our world, your glory veiled, 
not to be served but to serve, 
and give your life that we might live. 

 

Refrain: This is our God, the servant king 

 he calls us now to follow him 

 to bring our lives as a daily offering 

 of worship to the servant king. 
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2   There in the garden of tears 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 
his heart with sorrow was torn, 
‘Yet not my will but yours,’ he said. 

 

3   Come see his hands and his feet, 
the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 
 

4   So let us learn how to serve 

and in our lives enthrone him 

each other’s needs to prefer 

for it is Christ we’re serving. 
 

Refrain: This is our God, the servant king 

 he calls us now to follow him 

 to bring our lives as a daily offering 

 of worship to the servant king. 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

        Go now to love and serve the Lord.  Go in peace.  
        Amen.  We go in the name of Christ. 
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