@ The Anglican Parish
of Greater Hastings

The 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Social Services Sunday

26" July 2026

at St Matthew’s Church



Opening Hymn: All the hungry, all the thirsty
Words: Elizabeth Smith - Tune: Ode to Joy [TiS 152]

1 All the hungry, all the thirsty,
all who look for strength may come,
all the needy, all the lonely,
all who long to find a home.
Here’s a door that’s always open,
here’s a table spread for all,
here a welcome, here a family,
here your heart can hear God’s call.

2 All the gifted, all the joyful,
all whose hope is strong, come too,
come with overflowing blessings,
come with reassures old and new.
Here’s a task that needs those riches,
here good news is always heard,
here a living faith grows bolder,
here your voice can speak God’s word.

3 All the gifts of God’s peoples,
all the struggles, all the pain,
all the Spirit-led abundance,
all the grief and loss and gain -
brought together in one Body,
burdens lighten, joys increase,
and together we can ask for
Jesus’ strength and Jesus’ peace.

4 All God’s people, praise your Maker,
praise the One who called you here.
All disciples, praise your Teacher;
loving, leading, always near.
All you faithful, praise the Spirit,
lifting every heart to pray.
Praise the Holy One who gives us
grace along the travellers’ way.

The Presider may greet the people informally before continuing
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The Gathering

| rungaite Ingoa o te Atua,

te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu.
Amine.

(In the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen)

Grace and peace to you from God.
God fill you with truth and joy.

Sentence for Social Services Sunday:

Let justice roll down like waters,

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Amos 5: 24

Song of Praise:  The Love of God

1 Ete whanauy, let us love one another:
for love is from God.

2  Those who love are born of God and know God:
but those who do not love know nothing of God;
for God is love.

3 Those who dwellin love:
are dwelling in God and God in them.

4 Thereis noroom for fearin love:
love which is perfected banishes fear.

5 Welove because God first loved us:
if anyone who hates another says, ‘I love God,’
that personis a liar.

6 If we do notlove those whom we have seen:
it cannot be that we love God whom we have not seen.

7  This commandment we have from God:

that those who love God must also love their neighbour.
1John 4:7, 8, 16, 18-21

We sit or kneel



Hear the teaching of Christ:

a new commandment | give to you,

that you love one another as | have loved you.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.

Jesus, you were hungry and we gave you no food,
thirsty and we gave you nothing to drink.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you were a stranger and we did not welcome you,
naked and we did not give you clothes.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Jesus, you were sick and in prison
and we did not visit you.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

God has promised forgiveness
to all who truly repent,

turn to Christ in faith

and are themselves forgiving.

In silence we call to mind our sins.
Silence

Let us confess our sins.

Merciful God,

we have sinned in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done

and in the good we have not done.

We have sinned in ignorance:

we have sinned in weakness:

we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry.



We repent and turn to you.

Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake,

and renew our lives to the glory of your name.
Amen.

The Absolution is declared by the presiding priest.

Through the cross of Christ,

God have mercy on you,

pardon you and set you free.

Know that you are forgiven

and be at peace.

God strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in life eternal.

Amen.

The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
The word of Christ dwell in us richly.

Sentence of the Day:

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8: 38-39

Collect of the Day:
God of mercy,
you have blessed us beyond our dreams;
you have set before us promises and perils
beyond our understanding;
help us to struggle and pray
that the perils may be averted
and your promises fulfilled.
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake.
Amen.



Reading:

After the Reading:
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Reading:

After the Reading:

1 Kings 3: 5-12 - Solomon’s prayer for wisdom

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119: 129-136 (ANZPB)
Your instruction is wonderful:
therefore | keep it with all my heart.

The unfolding of your word gives light:
and those who are untaught receive understanding.

| open my mouth and sigh:
with longing for your commandments.

Turn to me and be merciful to me:
as is your way with those who love you.

Keep steady my footsteps, according to your promise:
and let no evil get mastery over me.

Rescue me from human oppression:
so that | may keep your precepts.

Let your face shine on your servant:
and teach me your decrees.

Tears stream from my eyes:
because people do not heed your law.

Romans 8: 26-39 - Nothing can separate us from God's love

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

We stand to sing the Gradual hymn



Gradual Hymn:

Gospel Reading:

After the reading:

The Sermon

O Holy Spirit, Root of Life
Words: Hildegard of Bingen/ Adapted: Jean Janzen - Voices United #379
Tune: Puer Nobis Nascitur

O Holy Spirit, root of life,

creator, cleanser of all things,

anoint our wounds; awaken us

with lustrous movement of your wings.

Eternal vigour, saving one,

you free us by your living Word,
becoming flesh to wear our pain,
and all creation is restored.

O Holy Wisdom, soaring power,
encompass us with wings unfurled,
and carry us, encircling all,

above, below and through the world.

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 - Parables of the Reign of Heaven

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew,
chapter thirteen, beginning at the thirty-first verse.
Praise and glory to God.

This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise to Christ, the Word.

with staff and members of Waiapu Kids St Matthew’s
Early Childhood Centre; and Heretaunga Seniors

A brief period of silence and/or a musical reflection may follow; then we sit or kneel

The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church and for the world,
giving thanks for God’s goodness.



For the hungry and the overfed
May we have enough.

For the mourners and the mockers
May we laugh together.

For the victims and the oppressors
May we share power wisely.

For the peacemakers and the warmongers
May clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony.

For the silenced and the propagandists
May we speak our own words in truth.

For the unemployed and the overworked
May our impress on the earth be kindly and creative.

For the troubled and the sleek
May we live together as wounded healers.

For the homeless and the cosseted
May our homes be simple, warm and welcoming.

For the vibrant and the dying
May we all die to live.

In a moment of silence, we pray for our own needs.
Silence

Lord, you have called us to serve you.
Grant that we may walk in your presence:
your love in our hearts,

your truth in our minds,

your strength in our wills;

until, at the end of our journey,

we know the joy of our homecoming

and the welcome of your embrace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Ministry of the Sacrament
We stand
The Peace

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

We may be invited to share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us, by shaking hands
and saying “Peace be with you”.

As we sing the next Hymn, the bread and wine are brought to the altar; our offerings for
the Foodbank and money to support ministry and mission are collected and presented also.

Offertory Hymn: As Trees from Tiny Seeds Can Grow
Words: © 1981 Jane Parker Huber - Tune: O Waly Waly

1 As trees from tiny seeds can grow,
as yeast expands the lifeless dough,
as light, unhampered, shines around,
so does God’s gracious love abound.

2 Ashidden treasure is reclaimed,
we, God’s new people, are renamed.
For us the pearl, long sought, is found.
Christ is our treasure sure and sound.

3 We are not promised weedless fields.
Nor are we given equal yields.
But God’s true faithfulness shall stay
with us, supporting all the way.

4 As coins, once lost are found with joy,
as Jesus loves each girl and boy,
so we, now found by God, rejoice,
lifting in praise one heart and voice.



The Preparation of the Gifts

Blessed are you, God of all creation;

through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory

and for the service of your kingdom.

Blessed be God for ever.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.

Honour and worship are indeed your due,
our Lord and our God, through Jesus Christ,
for you created all things;

by your will they were created,

and for your glory they have their being.

In your loving purpose you chose us

before the foundation of the world to be your people;
you gave your promises to Abraham and Sarah

and bestowed your favour on the Virgin Mary.

Above all we give you thanks and praise
for your grace in sending Jesus Christ,
not for any merit of our own

but when we had turned away from you.

We were bound in sin,

but in your compassion you redeemed us,
reconciling us to yourself

with the precious blood of Christ.
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In your Son you suffered with us and for us,
offering us the healing riches of salvation
and calling us to freedom and holiness.

Therefore with people of every nation,

tribe and language,

with the whole Church on earth and in heaven,
joyfully we give you thanks and say:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory and honour to you, God of grace,
for you gave your only Son Jesus Christ
once for all on the cross

to be the one perfect sacrifice

for the sin of the world,

that all who believe in him

might have eternal life.

The night before he died,

he took bread,

and when he had given you thanks,

he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this to remember me.

After supper he took the cup,

and when he had given you thanks,

he gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you,

for this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins;

do this as often as you drink it,

to remember me.
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Therefore heavenly Father,

in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son,
we now celebrate the wonder of your grace

and proclaim the mystery of our faith.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come in glory.

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness,
we were far off until you brought us near

and our hands are empty until you fill them.

As we eat this bread and drink this wine,
through the power of your Holy Spirit

feed us with your heavenly food,

renew us in your service, unite us in Christ,

and bring us to your everlasting kingdom.

O the depths and riches of your wisdom, O God,;
how unsearchable are your judgments

and untraceable your ways.

From you, and through you, and for you are all things.
To you be the glory for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we pray ...

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
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We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body,
for we all share the one bread.

The Invitation to Communion

Draw near and receive the body and blood
of our Saviour Jesus Christ in remembrance
that he died for us.

Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith
with thanksgiving.

Communion will be served at standing stations at the Sanctuary steps - all are welcome to
receive the bread and wine at communion, (however please note that intinction, ie dipping
the wafer into the wine chalice, is NOT permitted); although you are welcome to receive
the bread only if you prefer, or to come forward for a blessing only.

If you need communion served to you in your seat, please indicate to the servers.

Post-Communion Sentence

Jesus said, “I have set you an example,

that you also should do as | have done to you.”
John 13: 15

Prayer after Communion

Almighty God,

we thank you for your mercy and your grace:
you are our light in darkness,

our strength in weakness,

and our comfort in sorrow.

You heal our bodies and our minds;

you ease our pain, you lift our anxieties

and give us hope.
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The Blessing

So fill us with your Spirit’s power
that we may take your healing love
to a world in need,

and bring glory to your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing;

and the blessing of God almighty,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you, and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

We share any notices and news

Closing Hymn:

Give thanks for life

AA45 - Words: Shirley Erena Murray
Tune: SINE NOMINE

Give thanks for life,

the measure of our days,
Mortal, we pass through
beauty that decays,

Yet sing to God

our hope, our love, our praise,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Give thanks for those

who made their life a light
Caught from the Christ flame,
bursting through the night,
Who touched the truth,

who burned for what is right,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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3  And for our own,
our living and our dead,
Thanks for the love
by which our life is fed,
A love not changed
by time or death or dread,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 Give thanks for hope,
that like the wheat, the grain
That lies in darkness
does its life retain
In resurrection
to grow green again,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Dismissal

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

Following the service, all are welcome to share morning tea in the
‘Refreshments’ area on the southern side of the church.
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